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Global challenges/opportunities

• 3 million workers in agriculture in the developing world 

experience severe poisoning from pesticides, each year. 

20 000 – 40 000 of them die

• 25 million workers in developing countries may suffer 

mild pesticide poisoning each year

• 30% of the pesticides in developing countries do not 

meet internationally recognized safety standards

• 2 million Vietnamese farmers affected by chronic 

pesticide poisoning
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PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce

• Increasing global pepper 

consumption 

• Vietnam - Top exporter of 

Black Pepper

• Warnings from importing 

market

• Monoculture pepper 

production 

• Water scarcity



• Established in 2015, aiming at addressing sectoral issue in 

Pepper/Spices VN

PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce



• Organized 4 TF meetings in 2016

• Implemented 3 Field Level Projects, 1 project to start in 

2017

• Successfully addressed issues on:

– Recommendation to ban carbendazim in pepper 

production and storage

– Respond to Metalaxyl issue

• Replied to the Action Plan developed by MARD:

– National Sustainability Curriculum (NSC) for Pepper 

production

– Agrochemicals Agents & Suppliers Control

– Vietnam Pepper Coordination Board 

– M&E for MARD Action Plan

PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce - Results



National Sustainability Curriculum for 

Pepper Production

PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce - Recommendations



NSC for Pepper

• List of experts (tentative)
– NAEC

– DCP

– DPP

– WASI

• Modules to be covered (tentative):
– Planting (field design, pepper varieties, multiplication ...)

– Care and maintaining (irrigation, fertilization, pruning, mixed trees 

and shade trees...)

– Agrochemicals 

– Harvesting, Processing,  and Storage 

– International Standard and Certification 

– Climate Change Adaptation

– CropLife

– Bayer

– Syngenta Foundation

– Yara

– Simexco, McComick, Olam, Nedspice

– International experts as needed



Coffee case
• NSC for Coffee: published 

in 2015 with ToT/ToF

materials available

• Used for training:

– 2,000 farmers under 

Government extension 

programs 

– 62,500 farmers under 

VnSAT FFS training

– 12,000 farmers by SCP 

trainings (companies’ 

outreach – co-funded by 

IDH)



PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce

Agrochemical Suppliers monitoring

-Training and 
awareness raising
-Management of 
Agrochemical 
agents and 
suppliers



Vietnam Pepper Coordination Board

PPP Pepper & Spices Taskforce





IDH 2020 global targets on agrochemicals

showcase in Vietnam and India

6.5 MILLION HECTARES
Under responsible agrochemical management

4 MILLION FARMERS AND 

WORKERS 
trained on responsible agrochemical management



PPP Agrochemical Taskforce

• A cross-cutting platform to 

address agrochemical issues 

across sectors in Vietnam, 

started in 2016

– Pepper

– Tea

– Coffee

– Fruits & Vegetables



PPP Agrochemical Taskforce



• 4 TF meetings organized in 2016

• Achievements:

• DPP reviewed list of Agrochemicals and MRLs allowed in 

Pepper/Tea in Vietnam compared with other countries

• DPP & agrochemicals producers contribute to develop 

Agrochemical management modules in National Sustainability 

Curriculum for Pepper/Tea

• DPP & VITAS, IDH, Unilever and Croplife develop and 

implement initiatives on Agrochemicals use control via Agri-

Team Model

• Lam Dong Province, IDH, Fresh Studio and local companies 

plan piloting improved management system for agrochemical 

use and trade in Lam Dong

PPP Agrochemical Taskforce – Key outcome



PPP Agrochemical Taskforce – Key outcome

Pilot an improved management system for 

agrochemical use and trade in Lam Dong

Phase 3: Recommendation to decision makers

Workshop for local authorities Guidelines for scaling -up

Phase 2: Analysis the use and trade of pesticides

Analyse results from farmers interview
Pesticide use and its impacts on environment 

and human health

Phase 1: Report: “Current situation of pesticide use and management”

Desk study with data from DARD, DOF, DOIT, 
Hospitals, Polices and other reliable sources

In-depth interviews with selected key informants 
and focus group discussions with farmers



Recommendations to MARD/GOV

• We need

– stricter registration/control of agents

– better product labeling

– IT tools/ID system for farmers

• Engage more actively in spices and agrochemical 

taskforces activities with specific actions 

implemented

• Agree to establish Vietnam Pepper Coordination 

Board or institutionalize the taskforce under a 

PPP Cooperation Agreement

• Agree and collaborate to pilot the implementation 

of transparent controlling system for 

agrochemical trade and use in Lam Dong 

province



Please contact:
Flavio Corsin, 
Director – Aquaculture, Agrochemicals, Vietnam
Email: corsin@idhsustainabletrade.com
Website: www.idhsustainabletrade.com
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